
Tackling the number of HGVs

Village communities in the Ivinghoe 
area (east of the A418 and north of the 
A41) say their lives are being negatively 
affected by heavy goods vehicles 
(HGVs) passing through. 

They’re concerned about the effect on 
their homes and on other buildings in 
the area, and there are concerns about 
road safety and air quality.

Feedback from residents on the effects 
of the volume of HGVs ranges from 
‘when a lorry goes by, my pictures fall 
off the wall’ to ‘I’m really concerned for 
our precious historic buildings’.

The problem

A solution, to remove unnecessary through-traffic while ensuring local businesses can 
continue to operate, needs to take into account the following important factors:

Reducing the impact of HGV 
traffic on residents, buildings 
and the environment

Minimising unnecessary 
traffic on local roads

Maintaining access for 
HGVs to homes and 
businesses within the zone 

Redirecting HGVs driving through 
the zone to more appropriate 
routes, such as A and B roads 

Supporting local business to 
thrive, including farms, 
shops, pubs and restaurants 

Allowing buses, farm traffic and 
public service vehicles access 

Towards a solution

We know some HGVs are just passing 
through: ‘rat-running’ through unsuitable 
roads. A sample survey of a week in 
November 2019 showed 254 vehicles – 
that’s 47% of the total HGVs in the 
identified zone – just passing through. 

From monitoring over the past couple of 
years, and feedback from local 
communities, we have identified the 
Ivinghoe freight zone as a priority for 
action on HGV traffic. 

The facts



Proposals for Ivinghoe area

We propose establishing a freight zone around the Ivinghoe area and introducing a 7.5 
tonne environmental weight restriction at all entry routes to the zone, except for local 
access.

The map of the proposed area-wide restriction shows the controlled entry points.

This would:

• Remove unnecessary HGV through-traffic 
• Ensure HGVs keep to the most appropriate routes
• Permit only local access to local roads for HGVs
• Protect local business so that it can continue to operate
• Retain access for buses, farm traffic and public service vehicles.

The proposal - an environmental weight restriction zone



The benefits and impact

Current levels of HGVs 
travelling in and out of the 
main access points to the 
proposed Ivinghoe freight 
zone, without stopping, 
can be seen on the map. 
The proposed 
environmental weight 
restriction would aim to 
exclude these – that’s 
around 47% of lorry traffic 
in the area.

Current through traffic 

The restriction would lead to a slight increase in HGVs on surrounding A and B roads, 
but this would be minimal compared to traffic levels on these busier strategic routes.

With support from Hertfordshire County Council we would promote the use of the B488 
in the south of the area, as it’s a better route for HGVs than the current route on the 
B489. 

We’re also liaising with Central Bedfordshire Council and would work with them on 
advance signage on the main A4146 and A505 routes. 

Impact of a freight zone 

Road

A418 25

A41 11

15

124

55

75B488

Potential number of 
additional HGVs per DAY

Potential number of 
additional HGVs per WEEK



Enforcing an environmental 7.5 
tonne restriction

We rejected the idea of a total HGV ban 
throughout the Ivinghoe freight zone. We 
think it would inconvenience more local 
residents and businesses than it would 
help. 

For example, all but the smallest 
minibuses weigh more than 7.5 tonnes 
laden, and a total ban would seriously 
disrupt the bus services on which local 
people rely.
 
Many goods deliveries come in lorries that 
are over 7.5 tonnes, and a total ban would 
severely restrict supplies to local shops, 
pubs, restaurants and farms, and disrupt 
some home deliveries.

We considered a total HGV ban

The Police and Trading Standards are responsible for enforcing breaches of a 
Traffic Regulation Order, such as the proposed Ivinghoe freight zone weight.  The 
highways authority has no powers to enforce. 

However, in today’s economic and social climate they are focusing resources on 
offences against people, such as doorstop fraud and protecting the vulnerable. 

We looked at Central Bedfordshire Council’s approach of engaging with haulage 
and truck operators to alert them to weight restrictions and promote more suitable 
routes. Results suggest up to 80% of traffic not servicing the local area left the zone 
without the need for prosecution.

We’d consider a similar approach here, using the local communities to get actively 
involved and support.



Give us your view

We have assessed that, on balance, an area-based freight zone approach would help 
to ease the local problem while ensuring local access can continue. 

But no decision has been made.

We realise we need to know what the local communities feel about the proposal and 
why. We’ve undertaken a detailed review in our assessment but there may be impacts 
on you that we haven’t considered.

Our assessment...but what do you think?

Please visit the Your Voice Bucks website at 
www.yourvoicebucks.citizenspace.com 
and complete our short survey.

Give us your feedback

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Review feedback from local residents, 
businesses, parish councils and community 
groups
Publish an update on the survey findings, and 
explain the next steps
If we decide to proceed, we’ll make 
amendments to proposals based on the 
feedback
Draft necessary Traffic Regulation Orders
Consult with the public, businesses, 
representative bodies and statutory agencies 
on the final proposals

What we’ll do next



The Freight Strategy

Proposals for the Ivinghoe freight zone are inspired by Buckinghamshire County 
Council’s Freight Strategy, which covers the period from 2018 to 2036. It was developed 
to enable us to manage the movement of freight in a way that supports the economy 
while protecting the local environment and communities.

• 

• 
• 

• 

The strategy aims to:

We recognise the need to allow HGVs 
to support local businesses, while 
managing impact on residents and the 
environment. Our intention is to force 
HGVs to use the most suitable roads in 
the area and use the local road network 
only for lorries to make deliveries and 
for access to businesses.

Ivinghoe freight zone is one of five 
locations identified for intervention in 
the Freight Strategy, based upon 
analysis and feedback from local 
communities. This area will be used as 
a pilot for other affected areas across 
the county.

Tailored for Ivinghoe’s 
freight zone

Brownlow Bridge, a 200-year-old listed 
structure on the B488, needs repairing 
and strengthening, following a structural 
survey by owners Canal & River Trust 
(C&RT). As it’s part of the road system, 
Buckinghamshire County Council is 
responsible for maintaining the highway 
elements of the bridge and will foot the 
£100,000 cost. The bridge has been 
used to carrying HGVs of up to 40 
tonnes for many years. 

The bridge is now due to be repaired in 
autumn 2020, following ecology 
surveys, to allow HGVs over 18 tonnes 
to access the local area. The proposed 
zonal environmental limit would cover 
the bridge.

Ivinghoe canal 
(Brownlow) bridge

Encourage haulage operators to use 
the right routes at the right times
Protect rural and urban environments
Collaborate with those who have an 
interest to find new ways to solve 
freight problems
Minimise the impact of moving freight 
around and lobby for improvements 


